COALITION FOR PRACTICAL REGULATION

“Cities Working on Practical Solutions” Public Comment _
Strategic Plan Update
‘Deadline: 6/20/08 by 12

June 20, 2008

Ms. Tam Doduc, Chair

State Water Resources Control Board

1001 I Street, 24" Floor SWRCB EXECUTIVE
ARCADIA Sacramento, CA 95814 —
ARTESIA
g::f“"“ PARK Subject: Proposed Strategic Plan Update: 2008-2012, Version Three
:Ett:::;m Dear Ms. Doduc and Members of the Board:
CARSON
CERRITOS I am writing on behalf of the Coalition for Practical Regulation (CPR), an
COMMERCE ad hoc group of more than 40 cities in Los Angeles County that have
Covina come together to address water quality issues. We thank the State Water
DiaMOND BAR Resources Control Board for the opportunity to provide these comments
;?;':EN"’A regarding the proposed Strategic Plan Update: 2008-2012,
HAALAN CaRoens First, CPR would like to congratulate the State Water Board for its efforts
IRWINDALE to use the Strategic Plan Update to improve inter-agency coordination.
LA CARADA FLINTRIDGE The statements on pages 2 and 3 that the “Update institutionalizes
L MiRADA processes to continuously evaluate consistency and the effectiveness of
LAKEWQOD program implementation across the Water Boards,” and that “success
LawnDALE depends on the integration of State, federal, and local programs” indicate
MONTEREY PARK that your Board recognizes that the current gaps in coordination between
NORWALK the Regional Water Boards and the State Water Board have hindered
z:;:z::zes EsTaTES progress in making water quality improvements. Consistency among the
P1co RIVERa Water Boards and the cooperation of other State agencies are both vital in
POMONA making the State’s water policies achievable. CPR supports the Water
RANCHO PALOS VERDES Boards in making this a top priority going forward.
ROSEMEAD ' :
SANTA FE SPRINGS Sound Science in Decision-Making
SaN GABRIEL
SIERRA MADRE CPR agrees that the use of sound science in decision-making is a key
SIGNAL HitL ~ component of the Water Board’s principal of integrity. The need for a
SOUT EL MonTe sound scientific foundation underlying State water policy is critical to the
:ﬂ g:;ineua evolution of stormwater quality management in California. In addition to
VERNON being the best way to determine achievable water quality strategies, the
WALNUT stringent application of sound science will make it easier for permittecs
WEST COVINA and the Water Boards to enlist the critical support of the public. As noted
WHITTIER in the Draft Update, “public awareness of water management
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issues and their complexities can encourage changes in people’s behaviors to improve
and protect water quality.” Demonstrable scientific justifications will help assure the
public that requests for behavior changes are not arbitrary, but are based on specific,
anticipated resultant improvements to water quality.

Review of Standards

In the Issue Statement regarding the implementation of total maximum daily loads
(TMDLs) State Water Board staff states, in part:

“A TMDL specifies the poliutant loading that a waterbody can
receive and still meet water quality standards...and identifies
strategies to return the impaired water body to compliance with
standards. Compliance may be achieved by implementing the
TMDL through existing Water Board regulatory programs, or by
alternative strategies such as modifying inappropriate or outdated
standards, or certifying local remediation programs.” (Draft
Update, p. 10)

The Strategic Plan Update should address the development of alternative methods for
TMDL compliance, such as Memoranda of Understanding between Water Boards and
stakeholders, Porter-Cologne Act provisions, or amendments to the Porter-Cologne Act,
if necessary. :

CPR would like to compliment Water Board staff for its inclusion of language that lists
“modifying inappropriate or outdated standards” as a compliance option. Ongoing review
of stormwater management standards should be a high priority for the State Board. This
is consistent with the conclusion of the National Research Council (NRC) in its
September 2001 report to Congress, entitled “Assessing the TMDL Approach to Water
Quality Management.” NRC concluded:

“States should develop appropriate use designations for
waterbodies in advance of assessment and refine these use
designations prior to TMDL development. Clean Water Act goals
of fishable and swimmable waters are too broad to be operational
as statements of designated uses. Thus, there should be greater
stratification of designated uses at the state level (such as primary
and secondary contact recreation). The appropriate designated use
may not be the use that would be realized in the water’s
predisturbance condition. Sufficient science and examples exist for
all states to imject this level of detail into their water quality
standards. To ensure that designated uses are appropriate, use
attainability analysis should be considered for all waterbodies
before a TMDL is developed.”




